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words about it remain as true as ever Of the Apollino Shelley
said that it was ulike a spirit evaii in dreams "

Ferdinnnd was thirty-eight years old when his brother
Francis died. As the latter left no son Ferdinand resigned
his cardinal's rank (together with a good prospect of being
the next i'ope), and succeeded his bother as Grand Duke of
Tuscany. His conduct with reference to Bianca Capello is
not to be looked upon as a true indication of his character,
but rather as a monomania on that particular point. His whole
conduct during the long peiiod of twenty-two years that he
was Giand Duke (and as such a mark for the searching
hostile criticism of those who watched for any cause of offence
in the head of this family) showed him to be a man of high
character whose life gave no cause of offence to any. Two
Medici Grand Dukes preceded him, and four followed him,
but he was superior to them all, for though his achievements,
great as they were, did not equal those of his father Cosimo,
this high character and exemplary conduct more than restored
the balance.

On ascending the throne Ferdinand reversed the previously
existing foreign policy of siding with Spain, and began to
establish relations with France, thus returning to Tuscany's
older policy. Unlike Francis, he had always been on friendly
terms with Catherine de* Medici; and before the year 1587
was ended he had arranged with her that her favourite grand-
daughter, Christine of Lorraine, then twenty-two, should be
given to him in marriage. This was, however, for some little
time delayed, first by the sudden death of Christine's father,
tjie Duke of Lorraine, and then by the disturbances in France.
Nor did the marriage appear a very propitious one; rumours
were rife at the French court which declared that the proposed
bridegroom was the murderer of his brother and sister-in-law,
while in the existing condition of France it was thought unsafe
for Christine at present to take the journey. For it was a
troubled time. Spain's great Armada was about to sail to
attack England, and Spain was laying plans to obtain pos-